Daily Prayer and Encouragement – Sunday 6th December

James 4:13-17
Boasting About Tomorrow
“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.”
In a sermon Ravi Zacharias depicted the irony of Elvis Presley’s tragic death. Despite fame and fortune, the superstar was addicted to prescription drugs and alcohol which later caused his untimely death. In a conversation with a friend of Elvis, Ravi said in the sermon,
‘All I know is that with all the women screaming for him and all the fame that he had before him, he was an extremely lonely man’. He cried with loneliness. The song I believe he meant more deeply than any other...was when he sang before a crowd of gamblers and drinking people, ’how great thou art’ in spellbound silence. Before I bid him goodnight, each evening, I found him on the piano singing hymns. He really hungered for something greater than what this world could offer’.
It is true to state that life is uncertain, we do not know what tomorrow will bring nor if we will become successful. Clearly, in the case of Elvis Presley, what the world could offer wasn’t enough to fulfil meaning and purpose in his life. This may remind us of the words of King Solomon, who had a thousand wives and all the world could possibly offer a man, who stated that a longing for the things of the earth is like, ‘chasing the wind’ - utterly meaningless (Ecclesiastes 1:14)
Prayer
Thank you, Father, that Jesus has made a way for us from all hopelessness by his death on the cross, with the promise of salvation. Lord we repent and choose to put our trust in him, knowing we will never be dissatisfied, for the future will be in our favour. Amen
Song: Supreme Jubilees - It 'll All Be Over 1979 Soul Gospel
https://youtu.be/OVlJCE2q4VU
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